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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Focusing on a study of world literature, the emphasis will be literature by genre (poetry, drama, nonfiction, short stories, and novels), and the analysis and comparison of that literature. The student develops an understanding of chronological context and the relevance of period structure in literature of various countries and time periods. The student develops an understanding of the ways the period of a work of literature affects its structure and how the chronology of a work o f literature affects its meaning. Vocabulary study is a very important part of this course, as is composition, with a major emphasis placed on grammar usage and language structure within composition types. This course falls under present EOCT guidelines.
	 
TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE 
First Nine Weeks					Second Nine Weeks				
     Short Story & Fiction Unit				     Poetry Unit
     Reading Strategies					     Nonfiction Unit
     Comparative literary analysis				     Drama Unit	

Throughout the Semester
Grammar (Parts of Speech, Parts of a Sentence, Usage, and Agreement)
The Writing Process; Kinds of Writing; Essays and Timed Essays
Grammar (Mechanics, Punctuation)
Independent Book Reports due September 8, October 6, November 3, and December 1	
Nonfiction Project		
Research Paper on Career
Preparation for the EOCT
			
Vocabulary: Weekly 10 words			

METHOD OF EVALUATION FOR 9TH LITERATURE & COMPOSITION


Homework                                                             	10%                        
Classwork      	                                             	25%
Tests, Projects, Essays	                                	50%	
Quizzes, Notebook Checks			15%	
 
Semester Average 80% + EOCT (Final Exam)20% = 100% Final Grade


PROCEDURES FOR EVALUATION


Tests:
Each grading period, you will have several vocabulary quizzes and unit tests (covering the literature and/or an assigned novel).
· Vocabulary quizzes are always fill-in-the-blank using contextual clues.
· Unit tests will be administered in two sections. The first section will resemble the EOCT in material and format. The second section of the unit test will consist of one or more of the following formats: identify, short answer, and essay.
 
Quizzes/Homework:
Quizzes will usually be unannounced. If you are assigned written homework or a reading assignment, you can guarantee that I will take a grade or give a quiz. For preparatory concerns, you can expect homework three or four times a week.

Extra Credit:
True performance cannot be measured if excessive extra credit is made available; however, unforeseen circumstances can adversely affect an otherwise successful student.  For this reason, extra credit is available on an individual and contractual basis.  It should be noted that extra credit is available only for those students who complete all required work.  It is not meant to replace the value of the learning experience gained from completing student assignments.

Late Work:
Late work in this class is not acceptable, however, to encourage every student to complete all assignments, the following grading policy will prevail:
· One day late – 25% penalty
· Two days late – 50% penalty
· Three days late – 75% penalty
· Four days late – 90% penalty
· Five days late – 0 points, but completion recorded

Make Up Policy:
It is the student’s responsibility to know what work has been missed.  There is an assignment board with the week’s work posted.
· Students may complete missed work only if the absence is excused
· If a student misses a test, arrangements must be made in advance to take that test.  

Materials Needed For Class:
· Three ring binder
· Divider tabs
· College rule filler paper
· Highlighters
· Colored pencils
· Black pen
· USB/Jump Drive – strongly recommended

Tutoring/Remediation:
Tutoring/Remediation is offered to all students to help in the learning process. It is offered every Tuesday and Thursday from 2:45-4:45, and Saturday 9-12. A student can come for 9th grade Literature/Composition/Reading, Math, Science, or History. Transportation can be provided. 9th grade Literature EOCT test prep will also available.

Parent Portal is Available for all parents/guardians to check student grades. Please call 779-2300 and ask for Mrs. Dudley


CLASSROOM POLICIES

As with all classes at CHS, there is a high level of expectation for student performance and behavior.  These must become habitual and so that we may make the most of the instructional time allotted.  The following is a list of expectations for a successful year. 
· Be prepared for class. You cannot complete your classroom assignments if you do not have paper, pens or pencils. 
· It is your responsibility to do your work; it is also your responsibility to bring it to class with you. You cannot receive credit for your homework if it is in your locker or at home. 
· It is your responsibility to keep up with all missed assignments, and it is your responsibility to schedule a time to make-up the missed assignments or tests.
·  PLEASE NOTE: 10 DAYS UNEXCUSED ABSENCES = FAILING THIS CLASS Please send a note when the student is absent.
· Follow school rules and dress code. No electronic devices allowed to be seen in class. No food or drinks allowed. ONLY PLAIN WATER is allowed.
· An atmosphere of tolerance and understanding is necessary in a class involving active interaction; therefore cruelty, harassment, excessive teasing, discrimination, and intimidation cannot exist in this classroom. Foul language, derogatory remarks, and disrespect toward classmates, teachers, and school staff will not be tolerated. 

CONSEQUENCES: 1st- Warning 2nd- Student Conference & Call Home 3rd- Referral to Asst. Principal
*********************************************************************************************
A syllabus is a projected plan for instruction for the semester. Grading weight categories may be changed during the semester based on instructional planning needs. Students and parents will be notified if any changes to this syllabus are required. The grade weights reflect the grade calculation prior to the final exam or End-of-Course-Test (EOCT).
*********************************************************************************************
A Final Word:
This syllabus and its attachments should be carefully read by both you and your parents/guardians.  This is information that can directly impact your potential grades.  Attached is a contract of understanding as to the consequences of plagiarism.  The Parent Contact page serves several purposes; it provides me with needed information as your subject area teacher; it is an acknowledgement that both you and your parents/guardians have read this syllabus; and it is a parent contact log, a valuable tool in helping you to be the best possible student.  Please encourage your parents to contact me with any questions at any time.  My preferred method of contact is email because I check it several times during the day and on weekends, and generally can answer more quickly.
I look forward to a great year of exciting challenges!

